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HIGHWALL STABILITYHIGHWALL STABILITY

BEST PRACTICES 

1. Train all employees in highwall hazard recognition. 
2. Conduct examinations prior to beginning work around highwalls, and 

as frequent as necessary to ensure safety, especially during periods 
of changing weather conditions. Inspect the top and bottom of the 
highwall for cracking, spalling, sloughage, loose ground, and large 
rocks that could be hazardous. 

3. Communicate changes in mining methods or blasting issues to 
oncoming shifts. 

4. Ensure loose material is scaled prior to performing work. To safely 
scale using the shovel, maintain the highwall height within the reach 
of the bucket. 

5. Position the shovel and trucks so that the shovel cab swings away 
from the highwall when loading. 
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